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Millions now living are already
dead! - | mean, spirtuallyl What is this?
Some kind of pke? No, just a way o call
your attention o a world-wide problem
becausa statistical facts "bring home” the
starting information that 68 million flesh
S and blood people die every year. Death
' is a big business with 160,000 people
dying overy day Ifs a deadly and

frighlening fact of life,

O.K., so many think they are young - healthy and full of
zestl™ The truth is they're already on the death list. They, ke
many others, may be dead already. The Word of God declares
that millions now apparenlly alive are actually dead — Spiritually
dead

"And you (believers in Christ) hath he [God) made alve
who waré dead In trespasses and sins " (KJV) Ephesians 2-1

It Is God who said. “Wherefore, as by one man sin enterad
into the world, and death by sin, and so dealth passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned * Romans 512 (KIV)



Which means il they have nol been born anew, they carry
Adam's guilt and corrupt. They may be physically alive bul
spiritually dead, and therefore, have no contac! with God. God in
greal mercy provided s glorious way out through His Son. Here is
His guarantes

"But as many as recelved Him, to them gave He power (o
become the sons of God, even to them thal believe on His name "
John 112 (KJV) “He that believeth on the Son hath everasting
life; and he that beliaveth not the Son shall not see life; but the
wrath of God abideth on him " John 3:36 (KJV)

“Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
hearath my Word, and believeth on Him that
senl me, hath everlasling life, and shall not
come Into condemnation; but is passed from
death unto life." John 5:24 (KJV)

Only by receiving Chnst as their
Saviour by faith, they will come alive
spiritually. They will also come alive in
understanding the Bible, God's Word. They
will come alive with new desires, Godly
desires. They will come alive with a hope
burning in your heart of knowing that there will be life after death,
lrfe with Chnst

Would we now, cry out to Gad with intercessory prayer and
mnhe wrrnassmg our life's priority 7

JCC scorad the firs I Pastey Martin Wi
poal which stung the |
TGIHC into action

They hil back & pam |
our poalk=eper, Who
broke his glasses in the |
defense of his goal




demons, bul said unio Hm, “Lord teach us to prag "

|
‘l Do you reakza \ha Dlit'-liﬂﬂﬂn did nol ask Jesus [o
{emch them how 10 FFE!EH. reach or gven 1o casl out
A

rd f carme da pass, thal, 35 ke was prapng in 3 cerfam

mace, whan e ceased. one of s dsciples sad ynfo wm. Lorg, tsach ws o pray

Artd He sadd wvida thami, When e pray say Oore Falher whick ad in heavan, Halfoweo
b fhy nama, Thy kingdom come, Thy wilf be done. 85 m Nageen g0 m asdh, Gioe os
iiay by day our dafy breed. And fongive us our sers. for we aieo forgive sveny ane hal g
mdehlad [0 us. And lead us ol info famplation; bof dslver us from ew " Luke 1114

Prayer is Communication: Hearing and being heard.

A Whal |s prayer?

&

o m

11l

Prayer is samiply & {3lk wilh my [fend. Prayer i5 not 8
magic incantaion of posdive mantal atitude, we musl
understand thal prayer & a convarsahon betwean us
and God

Ofien we forget that Jesus desives (o have a relationship
with each of us individually, | is all 1o easy to rugh off
and attend to Ihose [hings that press upon each
day, the kds, the bills, work, deadlimes even church and
miniEtry can come before we fake time owl to listen to
the precious voice of God

Yol our Lord desites with a passionate longing (hal we look o Hm first! You ses
i1 g His desp bove for us that purchased for ug the privilege o commung with Hm
and 1o be ransformed by ouwr prayerful encounters with God

Many limes our only commumications with Him are in imes of need and distress

. . "Help me Ol God we cry, and trus {0 His mercy and grace he once agam
BIEWENS OUr prayears

Many of us know thal God answers peayer bul few iruly keow e God wio
AMSWErs prayer

Prayer is Powerful.  Prayer coupled iogelther with the Mame of fe=sus = the mpo=
powariol force in this presenl worl@d, Prayer binds (he forces of The enemy and
can loose (ke hears and minds of men to hear the volce of God

" gng pray e for goother, fhal ye may be hepleg The effechimal fens=nt
prRper of A rfileous man avaielh ool 17 Elas was a maek sebpoc! o W
DESS0NS &5 we are, and e prayed aarmesliy thal § gt ool e anid @ ranec!
i o Bhe earth by the space of free years and sk months 18 And he praver
agay, &g e hesven gave rai, g the earth brovght forth her frd ™ - James
516-18

Prayer is the simcere degire of the heart made known o God

"Fraying avays will 8l prayer and suppicalion i The Spird, s wealohieg
Hraradinle Wil 8l Devseveranoe and suppécaion for 27 samiz" Eph & 18

It 1% & natural relationship between the Father in heaven and sarhly sons (ree
Luke 11:5-11)




11. The basic principles of prayer are sugoesied in Paaim ";‘d
% "Cause me o hear _in the moming” (verse 8), gy
< "Cause me to know the way | should walk™ (verse 8).%)
= "Cuicken me.._for thy name's sake™ (verse 11)

B Whyhow should we pray?

It Is commanded: “pray without ceasing” [| Thess 5:17)
Possessions are “sandified” with prayer.  “For & i3 sancifed by
the Word of God and pragyer.* -1 ¥im 4.5
Man needs contact with God ke vegelation neads contact with the
“But when ye pray, use not vain repaliions, 858 the heathen do; f
!hﬂthﬂshalhtheaﬂfmﬂeirmm;paakirlg.ﬂerﬂfeﬂmf? Lo

L R s

them. . .~ (Mall 21:23).

5. The joy of prayer: Praise and joy are aizo io be a predominant
Joy can be evidence of faih and of confidence in God's plan, FI'I:H'TI|!-E and
powear. . . Baing confident of this wery thing, thal he which hath begun & good
work in you will perform it untll the day of Jesus Chrisl™ (Phil. 1:6)

B You pray so that he will send you inlo the hanvest. "Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harves], thal he will send forth Isbourers info his hareest™ (Mall §38)
Satan does nol wanl you fo know your pofential in FRAYERL In your prayer ife
i iz e and death thal comes oul of your mouth

This is only 2 sample of what you can find on the Internet. Source: Bttp//:www
innerlight.com/
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‘ If you bave been reading The Vine all these years, you may have

muostly extracts from the intanet. Partly to blame is that there are only 2 of w, John
Lex and I, struggling sgamst time to bring you an issuc cach month. We can't be taking
photos of everythng snd so if you heve interesting pichares plesse lond # to us for
publizhing. We can't be present @t &very event, &g the Ladies Fellowship o the
Foottall matches or the BRAGB events, sic. 5o there are no coversge of these eventa
Do pot faull os for i We ooed 1o hive mom &2 and ears oul there to gather news for
(1.8

I you have an snswered prayer, experimnoad & miracke or & fooch from God, do oot
keep it quiet. Share vour slory with the rest of the chiandh <0 that we can all be edified
Oxheronze, # would seem that God does mot work in JOC af all  All our sories
are about other people in other churches. If you think you can be
our cyes and cars, plesse let us kmow, 'We need you!




Q the lnternet whether in the WWW or among newsgroups, you '
> cannot help being bombarded by noises about the imminence of the
Q 3" World War (or the 4™ World War, counting the foregone Cold

) Even sober Christians are talkmg
about the coming of Christ soon.
How soon? Well, it may be \ue
tomorrow, next week, next month, Q
next year, .
With all the opinions flying >
0 around in prmt in cyberspace and by words of mouth about the end e
g of mankind, it is difficult for anybody to avoid taking a hit. The bold §
S caption "Number of armed conflicts in the world rises" found in the %
o Straits Times of 17" June provides good fodder to feed esurient \
<° minds with the "vision" of Armageddon and Apocalypse. -

Truths and falsehoods are all mixed up in the world. If we >
e shrug off dire warnings and join the scoffers in the last days (I Peter
3:3), then it is to our own peril. On the other hand, if we become
e weighed down by all the thoughts of perilous times (shortage of life- (&)
giving water, Indonesian ethnic unrest...), nuclear wars (between g
India and Pakistan, if not Iraq against Kuwait, Russia against NATO
0 in Kosovo, or Pyongyang against Seoul?), famines (North Korea?), °
g pestilences (Bird flu, Mad Cow disease, Nipah virus...), earthquakes ()
° (resurrection of dormant volcanoes?), etc. — whatever our faculties
tell us or doomsayers proclaim — should we then beat a retreat from ‘e
° the chaotic world and head for the peak of Mt Everest to wait for the <
g Lord commg on the clouds? ~




What should our attitude be towards all this talk about the (~
end of the world? For me, | do not take all the "prophecies" at face ;/_
value not because I am wise but because they confuse rather than 9

enlighten. Sample these: (‘/v
(R
¢ Nostrademus (14" Century French prophet) predicted (.

<

that the world would come to an end in July 1999.
(Fasten your seatbelt for takeoff in your spaceship!) 9
«
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¢ gasirzlgtho;ah?e;wgs story ir;~ 8 HistHR*x [ ?
e pri issue o e
the Chinese daily Lianhe tmﬁﬂkhg
Zaobao, some may begin to i‘] ﬁHFﬁE"‘ q_ﬁ?
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contemplate the possibility jsgasesiss
of Christ's second advent on i ueea-ns
18™ August 99 when our S
Sun and its nine planets "::f:::;;'
become aligned in the issR™
shape of a Cross. rm——

(You may loosen your seatbelt for a little while more.)

¢ If you believe in Michael Drosnin, the well-known
author of the well-known Bible Code, World War I (-
will start in the Middle East and the Earth will be
destroyed (thanks or no thanks to nuclear power) in
2006.
(So, you actually have a few extra years to make plans {(~
for exit from the Earth before it blows up.) 9

Each of the above predictions seems credible to its '
proponents and believers. To these people, the underlying arguments {(~/
are backed up by facts or by observable phenomena whether in the
cosmos or in the events besetting the world. The problem is not that
they are fake predictions, but that since each of them is believable or {
convincing in its own right, | am unable to tell which one gives the {~
correct date for the world to end. Moreover, if any one of them can
be wrong, it may well be that all of them are wrong. (Certainly. |t
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‘a cannot be that all are correct.) Concerning Nostrademus and Michael (~
@ Drosnin, both of whom are regarded by many people, 1 have also
4 been mindful of the following points:

¢ "Nostrademus' prophecies were condemned in 1781 by (

the Roman Catholic Church. Because of their cryptic
style and content — commingling French, Spanish, 2
Latin, and Hebrew words — the prophecies have
continued to create much controversy." (Encyclopaedia
Britannica)

Regarding the natural planetary formation, a Malaysian )
astronomer has said that it would not affect the Earth. He
said that the world would come to an end in 5 to 6
million years.

¢ Michael Drosnin has been denounced by Don Steinberg,
The latter has illustrated that by using the same method
of skip used by Drosnin, a hidden pattern of messages (
and predictions could also be found in the innocent-
looking software licence agreement for Microsoft "
Access Developer's toolkit version 2.0. (See
http.//www.cnet.com/Content/Voices/Steinberg/071697/index.
html

o

( Evidently, we should not be too eager to follow every (~)
e doomsayer, popular opinion or seemingly prophetic pronouncements. e
"@ If Armageddon and Apocalypse are indeed around the corner, then é
W/ all the more we have to be wary of false prophets. (Matt. 24:11) \ye
é Following what the Bible says, I really do not know when Christ is {~)
Q coming again. The Word of God tells us quite unequivocally that it is Q
e not for us "to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own °
e authority." (Acts 1:7) Indeed, since we do not know when He will

{~) come, we have to: "Be on guard! Be alert!" (Mk 13:33) |

P

The uncertainty about Christ's coming is beneficial to us. As ,
we are put on our toes — alert and self-controlled (1 Thess. 5:6), we
are less inclined to lead a life of decadence, complacently thinking e
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() that we will have time to pick ourselves up the moment we hear a « -}

\) prophet sound the imminent arrival of Christ. The Loord will come ‘)
like a thief in the night when we least expect Him (1 Thess. 5:2); yet.

\,) by being watchful of our life as sons of the light (I Thess. 5:5). the " ».)

\;) day of His coming should not surprise us like a thief. (1 Thess. 5:4) i~

\") It is interesting to note the 1 Thess. 5:3 mentions this:
et "While people are saying, 'Peace and Safety, destruction will come '
"‘" on them suddenly ..." The Surprising element is not in the
suddenness of Christ's coming. but in the implausibility of the;
destruction when the world is generally at peace and everybody is
\u) happily going about their businesses. This kind of surprise is qunte
common in many facets of our life; i.e.. what we experience is'
(,ontlaly to what we expect based on mistaken presumptions.

Cead
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Man is famous for making mistakes. Our history has been
dotted with man's failures, including failed expectations.
~ antICIpallons and predictions at the end of the first millennium. Can
any ordinary person not truly endowed with prophetic gifts now say
with a degree of certainty when the end of the world is going to be?
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While I don't know when Christ is coming., I do not dispute
that He may come tomorrow, next week, next month, next year, next
century, next millennium... There is some merit in Alban Douglas'
,) (author of "one hundred blb[? lessons") advice that we "ought to plan

and work as if He were not coming for another century but live a
“‘\:) holy and pure life as if He were to return today."

As:Jesus was silitng on the Mount of Olives; the disciples
'\) came to-ham provately, “Tellws " they said; .. what will be
the sign of yowwr coming and of the end of the age? *

John Lee

. Jests am;wered Watch oul that no-one dececrves yote ... Yow
..) will heow of wary and/ rumors of waurs, but see to-it dtatyow
\;ﬁ ave not alarmed.. ..

(6L (Maltthew 24.3 - 6),
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

David Yonggi Cho spoke on this at Church
Growth Conference, downloaded from Internet

| want to speak on a very important
factor that brings Church Growth.To
have Church growth, we must
prepare to receive from the Lord.
Church Growth does not come
naturally. So the number one
requirement to have Church Growth
is lo have massive prayer. Without
prayer, you cannot even dream of
having Church Growth.

Many people try to bring Church
Growth by human gimmickry, but they
fail.Church Growth comes by the
power of the Holy Spirit, and Church
Growth is only available to you
through much prayer. We are all
created by God so that we can bring
praise and worship unto the Lord.
Ministry unto the Lord is the first
requirement of the Lord. We think
that we must pray for our ministry, our
families, and all other things and then
finally we will pray unto the Lord. That
is a greal mistake. Ministry unto the
Lord should come ahead of anything
else in your life. It is why you are
called into this world. Regardless, of
your many excuses, God wants you
to come to Him.

Many say that God is Almighty, and
He does not need our fellowship, but
that is a terrible lie. God is love, and
love has a limitless desire for
fellowship. When you love your

husband or wife then you want to
spend more time together, because
love requires fellowship. God has
limitless love for you, and He desires
your fellowship. He cannot be
satisfied with thefellowship of the
angels or the universe. He created
you for His pleasure;to have deep
fellowship with you. Rev 4:11, Thou
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory
and honour and power:for thou hast
created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created.

The number one responsibility in your
life is to bring praise, worship and
prayer fellowship unto the Lord. Many
people tell me that they do not have
time to pray because they are too
busy. Usually, these people have 500
or 1,000 people in their church, and |
don't accept their excuses. | have
over 700,000 people, but | still have
enough time to pray before the Lord. |
have so much work piling up on me,
daily. | have 700 ministers under me, .
700 office workers in our buildings
and in our newspaper , there are 800
reporters in London, Paris,
Washington D.C., New York City,
Moscow and all over the world, and |
must make daily decisions for all of
these people. | will never, never tend
to these works until | spend enough
time with our Lord Jesus Christ . |
take time before the Lord and have
fellowship with Him until |1 feel His
righteousness, peace and joy, then



He will say "that is enough today". He
then fills me with His wonderful joy.
Then when Icome out of God's
Presence: then His presence follows
me. and | can minister with great
effectiveness and power. By empty
ritualism; you cannot really help
people. if you meet the needs of
people in God's righteousness,peace”
and joy. then you can really meet
their needs. If you just do the motions
without the genuine power of God,
then you are just using fakery. That is
aterrible, terrible travesty. So in order
to become a genuine minister of God,
you need to at least spend more than
one hour in prayer a day.

As a minister, it is a shame to spend
only one hour a day in prayer. | tell
my ministers to spend more than 3
hours a day in prayer. | say "even
though you can't carry out visitation, it
is fine with me”. If you spend more
than 3 hours in prayer, then with the
power of God when you go out to
minister to the people;, you can
accomplish more in one hour than
you can in 10 hours without the power
of God. Spending your time before
the Lord will make you genuine. It is
wrong to compare the quantity of our
work with others'work.

Before God, quantity does not mean
very much, but genuine quality means
very much. When | was young, |
enjoyed comparing my Church

Growth with other churches, but now |
never do that. | may have 1,000,000
people in my church, but if | have a
shallow Christian standing with God
then it means nothing. The more time
you spend in the Spiritual realm; the
more of the Holy Spirit you will
experience in your ministry. You will
not work in the power of theflesh, but
in the power of the Holy Spirit. When
| was a young preacher, | thought that
power came from the volume of my
voice. | always had a hoarse voice
because | was shouting so much. |
was shouting on Sunday, early
morning prayer meetings, and all-
night prayer meetings, but now |
realize that | was using a lot of human
flesh. When you are really in the
power of God; you do not need lo
shout. When you have the fullness
ofGod in your heart; you have
tremendous peace, calmness and
confidence. More people will be
saved and healed when you spend
time with the Lord, and you minister in
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit.

IF YOU MUST SPEED ON THE HIGHWAY,
SING THESE :

45 mph . God will take care of you

55 mph . Guide me, O Thou Great Jehovah
65 mph . Nearer my God to Thee

75 mph . Nearer still nearer

85 mph . This world is not my home

95 mph . Lord, I'm coming home

100 mph . Precious memories



PRELIMANARY REPORT ON JCC AETREAT 99

The retrear that was almost cancelled due to poor response did not prevent the Almighry
from reaching out and touching some lives of our JCC members and their friends and
families, The long journey up the mountain and back was worth the efornt fo get a
touch from the Lord. Here are some highlights of the tastimonics of some of the
campers, who came owt to share their experience of God's working in their lives
through this retreat. o
LUCY TAN
She brought a friend, Jackie Tay, whom she first met at Equatorinl Hotel in
Singapore. She bad been praying for this friend for almost 20 years. Mow in
Equatorial Hill Resort in Cameron Highlends, Jackie has accepted the Lord. I
was g wonderful joy for Lucy as she shared her testimony and the events thai
lead to the salvation of her friend. There is even the mystery of the person
who shared with Jackiz the 4 Spritual Lavws. Whio was 07

KHOO EWE EWE

Sister Ewe Ewe shared 8 very dramatic experience of a touch from the Lord.
She expericiced healing, prophesy and God wriling the word "JESLUS" in the
silver lining of the clouds, She fell the Lord calling her to full-time ministry
and sought confirmation and the Lord was grociouws fo her. The Lord healed
her and also foretold that Jackie would be saved. Finally ihe Lord wrote Hiz
Mame in the gy, She shared her visions with sister 5e Ping, who confirmesd
that before anvone knew that Jackie was poing 10 sccepl the Lord, she wag
already told, There were many other aspects 1o her testimony, which [ shall
reserve for her to share with you 81 o |ater date.

These are just two of the testimonies to whet your appetite to hear more. The messages
were powerful and the theme song relevant. The weather was fine and cool and the
fellowship was warm. Some even karpoke way inio the night until the security had to
stop them.

| hope to collect more stories from the participants themselves, (opether with the
piciures, to publish a full report on Retreal "9 in the July issue of The Yine

Mawtine Cheah
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&0 FORTH, GO FORTH INTQ THE RIPEMED FIELDS,
FOR THEY ARE WHITE UNTO HARVEST;

THE TIME, THE TIME OF REAPING 15 AT HAND,
FOR SOULS OF MEN TO BE GATHERED IN.
WHAT WAS SOWN IN TEARS

SHALL NOW BE REAPED IN JOY,

THE WORD OF THE LORD SHALL

MOT RETURM YOID.

CAST OUT YOUR MET,

ALL YE FISHERS OF MEN,

IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT REVIVAL BEGIMNSS




lntrobuction
The following is a transcription of a talk given by Keith Maxwell, a medical
doctor in Asheville, N.C.

This talk is approached from the perspective of how a physician would assess
the injuries of Jesus if he were there to see the actual physical trauma he
experienced. Dr. Maxwell speaks plainly, with as littte medical jargon as
possible. His development of this topic began to evolve one night when Dr.
Maxwell, in the emergency room, thought to himself. "If they brought the Lord in
here, exactly what would his physical injuries be like?”

He hopes through this talk to reveal some things that will make us meditate on
the actual suffering Jesus experienced in the last hours of his life. In the notes
that follow are his conclusions about the death of Jesus based on his research,
experience as a trauma physician and his understanding of scripture.

"You may or may not have
thought of some of the things
I'll point out to you tonight, but
| hope | can share some
things with you that will make
the life and death of our
Savior a little hit more
precious.

By the time he was crucified,
Jesus had been up about
thirty-six hours without any
sleep. We know from biblical accounts that Jesus was an early riser. There are
several places in the gospels where he arose early and went and prayed. We
have no reason to believe that he did anything other than that the day he had
his last meal with his disciples. He likely arose early that morning, spent his
day, and subsequently had dinner with the disciples that night - the Last Supper
in the upper room. He was then taken prisoner in the garden of Gethsemane,
was led all about the old city of Jerusalem and was tried at least twice. The next
day at about daybreak he was actually hung on the cross, and hung there
throughout that day. Between the time he arose and the time he actually died




on the cross, a period of about thirty-six hours had passed, with no sleep or
rest.

Something else you may not have thought of was how far Jesus actually
walked about the old city of Jerusalem. We know he was led about from the
chief priest's house to Herod's to Pilot's during the time that he was being tried,
and we know he was led all about the old city of Jerusalem. If you add it up, he
walked about two and one half mlles that last night. Also, as best we can
ascertain from historical accounts, Jesus carried his cross about a third of a
mile before he collapsed and wasn't able to carry it anymore. These are some
physical exertions that added up, place stress on a person.

Sweat Like Drops of Blood

The next thing | want to talk about is a phenomenon called hemathidrosis.
Hemathidrosis is a very rare medical phenomenon that's been reported about
twelve to fourteen times in world medical literature and is only seen in people
who are under tremendous stress and agony. In hemathidrosis, a person
actually exudes blood from every sweat gland in their body. Each sweat gland
has a small capillary that surrounds it, and in hemathidrosis, that small capillary
ruptures. As it bursts, a person actually bleeds into their sweat glands. Instead
of perspiring sweat, if you will, they actually perspire blood. The Bible gives an
excellent description of this phenomenon; saying that the Lord's sweat became
as great drops of blood. Indeed, every pore of Jesus' body cozed and drained
blood.

Now, | believe that Christ was a man just as much as any one of us. But at the
same time, | believe that Christ was God and knew the terrible fate that lay
ahead of him. He knew the job he had come to this earth to do, the mission he
had to fulfill, and | believe the man part of Christ dreaded this agonizing death
and torture that lay a few hours ahead of him just as much as any one of us
would. We know he prayed in the garden of Gethsemane, saying 'Father, if it
be your will, let this cup pass from me.' But he submitted his will to his Father's.
There in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was under about as much anxiety
and physical stress from an emotional standpoint that a human could
experience, knowing that in a few hours he would be delivered into one of the
most agonizing and brutal deaths ever recorded in history.

Why didn't the Lord bleed to death if he bled out of every sweat gland in his
body? If you've been to Israel, as | have, you know that this time of year you
have warm days and cool nights. It was this cool night air that probably cause



the Lord's damp skin, covered with sweat and blood, to chill, causing the
capillaries to constrict and stop the bleeding. This same chilling in the cold night
air has kept many a drunk and hoodlum who I've seen shot or stabbed and
who's then lain in a ditch all night, from dying. It causes the blood vessels to
constrict and causes the blood loss to be minimal. But by the time Jesus was
taken by the soldiers from the garden of Gethsemane, he probably had a
mixture of sweat and biood over his entire body surface. | can imagine this was
some sight to behold.

Scourging

Let's talk about the scourging. Scourging was such a horrible torture that
Roman citizens were forbade to be scourged - only slaves and traders could be
scourged. It was one of the worst punishments the Romans had to inflict on a
human body. Typically, the victim was stripped completely naked and tied by
his wrists to a post or wall with his back exposed. He was then whipped from
the back of his arms, down his shoulders and back, across his bare buttocks,
down the back of his legs and calves, all the way down to his heels by two
Roman legionnaires, one on either side, alternating blows. The historical
accounts tell us that the traditional scourging consisted of thirty-nine lashes. If
you can, imagine two large, strong, burly Roman legionnaires (someone that
we would equate to say, a pro football player today) with a wooden handled
whip about eighteen inches long that had nine leather thongs, something akin
to what we would cali a cat-o-nine tails. The nine leather thongs were about six
to seven feet long, and at the end of each thong was some lead shod, like a
sinker you'd use to go fishing. Attached to the lead shod were pieces of sheep
and cattle bone. The idea of those small pieces of bone was that, as the
Roman legionnaire would beat his victim, snapping his wrist could cause the
weight of the metal shod to dig into the back, while the sheep/cattle bone cut
the skin. As the sheep/cattle bone lacerated the skin and actually dug in under
the surface of the skin, the skilled and trained legionnaire could whip his wrist
and literally lift small shards of skeletal muscle out through the skin, leaving
small ribbons of muscle, about two inches long, hanging through the skin.”

"“When | was working on this, | looked at in the cadaver lab and did some
dissection, trying to figure out what one blow like this would mean to you and
me. As best | could tell, and from some of the information | was able to gather
from the Shroud of Turin exhibit, one lash with this whip - one thong - would
make a cut about two inches long and about three quarters to an inch deep. To
put that into medical terms, that's a cut that takes about twenty stitches to
close. So with one lash, one swing of the whip, a total of nine lacerations could



be inflicted on the victim, each laceration two inches long and three quarters to
one inch deep. With one blow, one Roman legionnaire could inflict enough
wounds to take one hundred eighty stitches to close. If you multiply that times
thirty-nine, those two Roman legionnaires inflicted enough lacerations to take
about 2,000 stitches to close. I've seen people who've gone through the
windshield of a car or wrecked a motorcycle into a barbed wire fence, and I've
still never seen anyone that tattered up in any of my medical experience. This
gives you an idea of the amount of the physical trauma that was inflicted upon
Jesus just from the scourging.

Again you'd ask why Jesus didn't bieed to death. And again, you have to
remember that this was done in the cold night air, the very thing that caused his
blood vessels and capillaries to constrict and actually cause the blood loss from
this beating to be minimal.

As mentioned, the idea of the lead weight was to lift the skeletal muscle out.
Imagine having a cut on your skin with an inch of muscle pulled out through the
cut, exposed to the night air. We see this sometimes in stab wounds or when
people are stabbed with sharp objects like sticks and the muscles are pulled
back through the skin. The purpose this served in the scourging was, that as
the victim hung on the cross in the heat of the day, birds could light on him and
actually peck and pull at these pieces of muscle, just like a robin trying to pull a
worm out of the ground. Frequently, how long a person actually survived on the
cross during the crucifixion was determined by how severely he was scourged.
Sometimes they would beat a man nearly to death before they put him on the
cross and he would only live a few hours. Most of the time, though, the
scourging was intended for public humiliation and embarrassment, because it
was such an inhumane method of torture.

Beatings

Another thing you may not have considered.... TV has done a real injustice to
trauma, depicting men in bar room fights who take blows to the face or head
and jump up and beat up three or four men. | can tell you that it's really not that
way in real life. If | took any one of the men here, tied his hands behind him and
then let any other man of average size and build beat him in the face with his
fists open and closed, | cannot begin to tell you the amount of trauma this
would inflict on him.

We know that Jesus was beaten in the face and head as he was mocked. | can
assure you with all confidence that by the time the Lord was crucified after his



bealings, [I's almost ceriain that both of s eyes were swollen shut and no
doubt his nose was pouring blood | can also tell you thal when people ans
struck in the moulh with a fist, the first thing that happens is thal the lower (eaih
come right through the lip. 've laxen care of many people in the emengency
room who've come In bealen up in fights with thew leeth sticking throwgh hair
lips, both wpper and lower siges. B Jesus was hisd and held and beatan m the
face by these sirong leglonnasies, | donl think henes oy doubl that e Bpa
wora {atlered ke paper and some of his sslh were knocked looas or maybe
even knocked oul You mighl asx i his jawbones were broken. Normally they
wolld be, bul nol in Jesus’ case, and T lell you why inoa few mindtes

Crovwn Of Thorns

During Jesus' trigis and humilialion we aiso
know that 8 crown of thoms was plailed and
placed on his head In Chisl's cass his was
done lo mock him as being King of the Jews
Some ol you have been 10 Israsl and have sean
these thoms. They'ne aboul an inch and one
half 1o two inches long, and they're as sharmp as
an iog pick The cuslom was (o lake a smal
three or four foot long reed and slap the thomns
on top of the head of the victim in onder (o drive
the thoms inio the skull. Those thomes laid wpon
someone’s head and then tapped down walh a
reed were hard enough o penshrale the ouler
{able or the outer bone of the sl Imagne He
bleading from thres of fowr Rundred punciune
wounds in the scalp and amound he fonehead
fromn thesea thoms

S0, before Jeses' cruchivipn ever begins, his
face has been bealen fo a pulp, no doubl his
eyes were swollen shul, his nose is bloodied,
and | remend youl thal every pore in his skin has
wept and oozed blood Every visbie surface on
the good Lord Jesus | am oonfident, was
coveraed and caked with dned blood And his back and his arms and his
buttocks and the back of his legs were [ferally torm 1o shreds from the
soourging. This was the shope Jesrs was in bafora they ever gave Wm hig
cross o head out to Calvary.”




Pl one ol Tha [hings | fake izzue with from agnostics who I've heard debale
fhis | A not Thenk {ha Lord died from shock secondary fo Blood loss, Therea is
nothing that Jesus said on the cross and nothing in he descriplion of the
rapifirinn in mny of tha gospels that gives us any idea thal Jesus was in shock
hefnra he digd How do | know' that? When someone 15 shat or hil by a car and
rames fo the pmefgency room, they're nol sitling up lalking to you, Their eyves
ara glasgy, their color is pale, their biood pressure is aboul sixty over nothing
and |hey'te harsly conscious, if"conscions al @il Jesus never lost
sonrcicgeness Thare's nothing in the descriplion of his irials, s scounging or
b= fime op Hhe cross. thal tells ws he was incoherant mentally or bosi

rrimarIrYIsnacs
.

Bnmething elee. physical sirezs - evenything the Bille lells us aboul 1he life of
legirg jz that he was 3 healthy, eardy thifdies male who lived & rough life, He
ifgn'l have s home, he probably slepl oulside. and he walked every where he
werl Hewag piabably as we would say. 83 lough as a pine kool | think Jesus
was a hardy voung man, very sirong and stoul physically, and that there was
nething waak o pumy About him from a medical gtandpoint, prior to the
prucifixion. Az far as emolional siress, 1 dop'l think Jesis had ary kind of
merymis  hreakdown  He was oedainly under stess in lhe garden of
fiethsemane. bul nathing thal he sald on the eroes gave any indicabon
whatersnyer (hat he was decompensating menlally, even during his grawes)
e gre o The Sroes

Fya ales heard cardiac arrhythinia debalted 23 a
rajies ol Jesus' dealh, When people go into
cardiac arhylfrsa, Il i's venircular tachycardia
of = of  [he other bypes of cardiac
arrfyibmda’s. ong of the firsl things thal happens
iz [hal the head, even though it beals fast or
fumry.  dosend function very well as & pump
Nhen 0 doaen] lunclion wall as g PR, yoLr
hlaod prassure drops ard + you  koss
rrnsrindEness Again, aowhene in the gospels do
wa have an account whera Jesus ever |os)
mrer iwianess yntil e died

Lool out for the final installmient in
the vext iseue of The Vine




[n Praise Of
My Earthly Father

Dod waz o man of few words, But tha
did net mean thel he had few Sricnds
Instend he hml many because he gain
thetr friendship and respect throegh) kind
mcis, frust and sincenty. | sappsoss s
whit higve the most respet for him wers
fram his immediate family.

My father cama fiom § poor faimily in a
remoie Ml village in Kvwanp-Tong
Prawined, O ins, He gred up during the
furhailent period of the edrly yerrs of e
[tepublic of China Life was hard then
pven tn o sclf-sulfcient villnge. At the
pge of seventeen, like many people =t
it thnie, he lefl hiv bWrihplace 1o lnok
for betier prospect in Namyang. My father
wurked very to carm & fiving. He
worked in o number of trades before
deciding  that  carpentry,  eventually
leading to conwiruction, was his life-long
carcer. Employment opportusities wyre
searce wnd wages were meager in Maluya
mnd Singapote under British nils in the
1930°s and 1940°s. Despile the harsh
couhpmic envirommesl, my dad managed
1o enrm @ docent fivieg. My fther was
living in Singapare when it il into the
Sapanese role. Life was even harder thani
under the Britbh Dul having (he
necowary,. kil ~ awrpentry, that the
Japarese  peeded I recodstruct
Singapore, my father escape the brutnl
maviscre imposed | wpon the Cversem
Chinese. and worked for the Japansey

povernment for 3 vears umlil the end of
World War 11,

Afler the War, my [Eher mamed] and
staried his family. While his 4 chikiren
were atill yoemg. his wifc Jied of comcer,
For the sake of his children. he e
martied my maher i onder that hn
children will be well taken care My
mail e furtlier bare him 4 more children,
My fsilier alio topk wp the respongibiliny
to bring up & nifphew and miece because
thelr parents died while they were still
young Therefore he bocame the soles
bivadwinner for 5 Bmily of 10 children
and one wife Supporting tuch a large
family smgle-handadly waz o eaty {2k
even though the cost of foing was much
Jower then, [esides havng o endure the
1950°c macial riots  and  politics!
maisbility, Shpapoe’s  ndependence
mnd British withdrawal in the 1960°s, 2
oil crisis in the 1970°s and economic
recension in the 1980°s, my fathoer
persovered all these and put his family i
firat priority. He ensured that there would
nlways be food on the tuble and clothes 1o
wear, Owing to his Tithe educntion in his
childhood davs, he mode sure that his
children received formal eduestion as
much 88 they wanted Hecause of this
obligation, he did nol sop working even
in his seventies.

My faiber cared in  specinl way. He did
not verbally proclaim that he loves
Instéad he used actions 10 convey his



affections, In 1990, my moither had o
brain operofion and oesded o be
hospitalised for 2 months. My father
vizgibed her everviay from moming o
night nursing her back 1o heallh.

p many occasions, my Christian
siblings and | prayed for my father's
salvation. We used varisun was to share
the Good MWews with him, Bibles,
Christinn tracis and daily devotional
maderials were given to him. We even
accompanied him to evangefistic dinners
and church services. We knew my father
undersiopd the Gospel bul could nod
persusde him to believe. We were not
fisoconeraged bt cosilinued in our pralers
and cfforis, ehvays trusting God and
maintaining hope.

Early this year, his health began o fil.
He= had a s2vere abdominal pain and had
to be wanded in hospitel for 2 wedks,
Afler hiz discharge, he los his appetite
and slopt almost all day longe He began
1o foel wenker. A month lnter, his
abdominal pain relapsed and was wirded
agzin. His condition got worse. When the
doctors  finally disgnossd the root
problem, my odad's condiion  was
terminal. The night before he died,
hurong Christian Chorch  prayer chain
was sctivated and Postor Yee was
informed. Pasior Yee visited him fhat
nighl and my dad express his willingness
io believe i Christ and when the
sififier s prayer was spoken by Pasior

Yee, he nod n agreemend because e hnd
difficulty in breathing. Hence, & soul wos
gaved af the vesy lasl minute. 5o for thoae
witn nre praving for theirr paronis’ or
loved ones” aalviatson, this = my advce
IM)} NOT CEASE PRAYING. NOT
EVEN AT THE VERY LAST
MINUTE! FOR THE SPFIRITUAL
WARFARE 18 NOT OVER UNTIL
THE VERY LAST RREATH.

God hos nsed my carthly fsher to teach
me fatherhomd and kove. Though my
futher's neme will not be recorded in
history books, he will always be
remembered and
honoured by my
Family and 1. Rest in
peace, my fnther
and enjoy the
warm embrace
of Christ's
Roving nrms
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*| penlly 0o o Heory,
el Jur, "t | ool
Peses FrabiT)y an et
Why, he coparl befews in
Fmpttang = nigl e n kel
"Dan'l you worry, dear,”
e by rdtesy . “You






